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   A Letter from Fr. Sandy 

D 
 

ear Faithful of St. John Neumann Parish, 

 
I pray that your Lenten journey has been rewarding thus far.  In this Year of 
Mercy, we can find special depth in the meaning of Lent.  On Ash 
Wednesday, we were reminded that we are dust and mortal.  We heard the 
call to conversion and to practice almsgiving, fasting, and prayer.  We are hearing the Gospel of 
Luke on the Sundays of Lent this year, with the great stories of God’s patience as with the fig 
tree, the prodigal love of God for us, and the forbearance of judgment and granting of forgiveness 
for the woman caught in adultery. 

Soon we will turn to the liturgies of Holy Week.  I am always renewed by taking the journey 
through these most powerful days of the Church’s liturgical year.  If you are able, I strongly 
recommend participation in the Sacred Triduum, the three days of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday.  Not only do we recall with devotion the events of the Last Supper, Passion, 
and Resurrection of Jesus, but we will welcome new already-baptized Catholics through the 
profession of faith on Holy Thursday.  We will also baptize new members of the Church at the 
Great Easter Vigil.  If you wish to know the power of the sacraments anew, all the symbols of our 
faith are highlighted in great depth on these days.  

St. John Neumann Catholic Church 

 

May the sacred days 
remaining in Lent and Holy 
Week be a source of grace for 
us all and for the Church the 
world over. 

 

Fr. Sandy McDonald 
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Continuación en la página 14 

Queridos hermanos, 

Saludos de paz y bien en el Nombre del Señor. La 

Resurrección de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo nos da la 

esperanza de nuestra propia resurrección. Sin 

embargo, la resurrección de Cristo es precedida por su 

Pasión y cuarenta días en el desierto. La cuaresma es 

un tiempo de preparación que nos ayuda a estrechar 

nuestra amistad con Dios y así prepararnos para el día 

del juicio. Las prácticas cuaresmales no son para ser 

ignoradas durante el resto del año, al contrario, la 

especial dedicación que brindamos al ayuno, oración y 

limosna tienen como objetivo “entrenarnos” en las 

virtudes cristianas para dar siempre testimonio del amor 

de Cristo. 

Permítanme sugerir cinco pasos que quizá nos puedan 

ayudar a fortalecer aún más nuestra relación personal 

con Cristo Jesús.  

La Presencia de Dios. Estar conscientes de la presencia de Dios nos ayuda a 

sentirnos amados y protegidos, a la vez que nos ayuda a mostrar una mayor 

reverencia hacia Dios y a hacia quienes nos sabemos hijos suyos. Dios está 

presente en todo lugar pero de manera especial en: a) Las Sagradas Escrituras; 

dediquémosle tiempo de calidad a descubrir la voluntad de Dios a través de su 

Palabra escrita. Recordemos que no todo lo que Cristo hizo y dijo lo encontramos 

en la Biblia (Juan 21:25) por lo tanto, debemos esforzarnos en conocer la fe tal 

como Cristo se la encomendó a la Iglesia, la cual es columna y fundamento de la 

verdad (1 Tim 3:15) b) Dios está presente en cada uno de sus hijos; los bautizados 

somos Templos vivos del Espíritu Santo. Reconozcamos el rostro de Cristo en 

cada uno de nosotros, especialmente en los que sufren por causa del pecado, la 

pobreza, la soledad y el desamor. c) Dios está presente en todos los sacramentos 

y no olvidemos que Su presencia en la Eucaristía es Real. Por lo tanto, no solo se 

merece nuestra reverencia, sino que le debemos adoración.  

Examen de conciencia. Es recomendable analizar nuestra vida moral no solo antes de 

cada confesión, sino con frecuencia, para ayudarnos a descubrir si estamos amando 

como Cristo nos enseñó. Hay que ser humildes y preguntarnos cómo hemos vivido 

los mandamientos de la Ley de Dios y los preceptos de la Iglesia. También hay que 

rezar con las Bienaventuranzas para ayudarnos a vivir como Jesús vivió. 

Recordemos también que la Cruz es la escuela del amor, por lo tanto, en nuestro 

examen de conciencia pidámosle a Dios que nos ayude a abrazar la cruz y al misterio del sufrimiento.  

Deseo de perfección y santidad. Sabemos que solo Dios es perfecto pero también sabemos que El Señor 

Carta de Padre Javier 
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See Triduum Continued on Page  15 

 

T 
he Easter Triduum (the “three days”) is the heart of our liturgical year and 
celebrates the heart of our faith, the Paschal Mystery of Jesus Christ: his life, 
passion, death, and resurrection.  One long feast, it goes from sundown to 

sundown beginning with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, through Good Friday, 
reaching its high point in the Easter Vigil, and closing with evening prayer of Easter 
Sunday.  A single worship aid is used for the entire Triduum. 

Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Flowers decorate the sanctuary.  The three oils – consecrated Chrism and the blessed Oils of the Sick and of 
Catechumens – are brought forward, and the Gloria is once again joyfully sung.  The Liturgy of the Word, from 
Exodus, Psalm 22, and Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, leads to John’s narrative of the Last Supper.  Paul 
gives Jesus’ words of blessing over the bread and cup, “Do this in remembrance of me,” while John tells us 
what the “this” is that Jesus commanded us to do: to act as he did, to wash one another’s feet, to break and 
pour ourselves out in love for one another.  This life of charity is ritually symbolized in the Washing of the Feet, 
the reaffirmation of Priestly Ministry, the Collection of Gifts for the Poor, the Prayer of the Faithful on behalf of 
those in need, and the Eucharistic sharing of the Body of Christ by the Body of Christ.  Real bread is shared on 
this night, following the directive that it “truly have the appearance of food, color, taste, texture, and smell.”  No 
hosts come from the tabernacle. 

While the church is stripped, ministers and assembly carry the Blessed Sacrament in procession and take it to a 
place of repose.  There is a “vigiling” time of adoration and prayer as we “remain there and stay awake” for a 
while in anticipation of the day of the Lord’s Passion.  Night Prayer just before midnight will close this time of 
keeping watch. The Blessed Sacrament is removed and we leave in silence.     Mass begins at 7:00 PM 
 

Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 

The liturgy begins in solemn silence.  The Passion narrative account of John, centered on the cross as 
instrument of death and exaltation and very different from the other Passion accounts, is proclaimed by three 
readers.  Ten solemn orations or intercessory prayers allow the assembly to voice our involvement in the 
mission of Jesus Christ and of the Church.  Thus the assembly takes up the cross of service. 

The Cross is then venerated through two ritual actions.  In the first, the priest carries the cross in procession 
from the entrance of the church, to the center, to the entrance of the sanctuary.  We are asked to behold and 
worship the bare wood of the cross in three “stations”, a parallel to those of the Easter Vigil proclaiming “the 
Light of Christ” with the Paschal Candle.  Second, the assembly is invited from all sides to worship the cross, the 
tree of salvation, with a simple sign of reverence – a kiss, a profound bow, or hands or forehead gently touching 
it.  With that sign, we entrust ourselves to God’s tender mercy and commit ourselves to a cruciform life.  The 
cross is then enthroned and two candles placed beside it. 

A simple distribution of Communion with the reserved Sacrament follows.  After a concluding collect and prayer, 
all leave in silence in order to wait the paschal feast on Easter night and morning.         Liturgy is at 3:00 PM 

 

Holy Saturday Great Easter Vigil 

This is the Night!  This is the night when Christ breaks silence and Light dispels darkness.  The Easter fire is 
blessed and the Paschal Candle prepared.  We are reminded of the wood of the cross by location and 
proclamation as three times the Paschal Candle is raised and we proclaim Christ as our Light.  The Exsultet, the 
great hymn of thanksgiving, is sung from the ambo.   

The Easter Vigil is a family reunion of the People of Israel, of Christ, of this parish community; it is the time to 

The Paschal Triduum 
By Catherine Combier-Donovan, MLS 
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St. John Neumann Commissions 

Summary of the Meeting on February 22, 2016 

  

 

T 
he six Commissions of our parish met on February 22.  The Commissions worked on implementing current goals as 
well as planned for goals for the next school year.  All the Commissions were given budget forms for the next fiscal 
year (due by the end of April).  These will also be provided to all Ministries of the parish.  Recruitment of new members 

for Commissions has also begun.  More will be communicated about this to the Ministries and to the parish at large in the 
coming weeks.  Here is a brief summary of what each Commission is addressing at this time: 

 

The Administration Commission continues to gear up a Stewardship Committee by 
recruitment of members.  The committee is close to being fully staffed.  A renewal for 
time and talent volunteerism is being planned for the fall.  The Commission is also 
updating our Disaster/Emergency Plan. 

 

 

The Adult Faith Formation Commission is discussing three goals for the coming year:  
1) Offer formation opportunities to understand the theology of “Church” in anticipation 
of a future effort to build a new church building.  2) Incorporate the theme of “The Year 
of Mercy” in ongoing formation activity this year.  3) Support, grow, and develop our 
Small Christian Communities program. 

 

 

The Community Life Commission is planning for a picnic in the fall of this year.  A vision 
has been created with action plans.  The next step will be to recruit parishioners to take 
up the tasks needed to implement it.  They have also updated the Ministries listing for the 
Time and Talent Catalog, and they have completed a first draft of their budget for next 
year. 

 

 

The Prayer and Worship Commission continues to gather the reports from a “Best 
Practices in Parishes” study.  This study has relied on focus groups and interviews.   
At the April meeting, the fully-gathered data will be analyzed for setting goals.   

 

 

 

The Outreach and Social Justice Commission continues to refine the parish “Tithing 
Program.”  They have also scheduled a meeting with all the Ministries in this area of 
parish life to update the Time and Talent Catalog and to assist with the budget and 
goal-setting process. 

 

By Fr. Sandy McDonald, Pastor 

See Commissions Continued on Page 15 
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By Chelsea Breeden, Youth Minister 

The National Catholic Youth Conference in Indianapolis 

was a life-changing experience for everyone who 

attended. Our group had the opportunity to experience 

the universality of the Church with 24,000 other teens 

from around the country! The teens attended sessions 

and workshops to dive deeper into their faith.  We were 

even able to help serve the “least of these” by packing 

over 20,000 meals for the hungry. We were very 

grateful to be able to attend this amazing conference. 

Thank you for your love, prayers, and support! 

 
Summer Events 

 
Youth Ministry has a lot going on this summer.  If you are interested in any of these trips, rising 6th-12th 
graders, please email Chelsea Breeden at cbreeden@sjnchurch.com 
 
June 18-25 – SJN to MSC Mission Trip  -  Please pray for our mission trip, and look for upcoming fundraisers. 
 
June 20-24 – Jr. High CLI – Registration Happening Now  -  Open to all rising 6th-9th graders.  This is a great 
Diocesan summer camp for teens to really take ownership of their faith. 
 
July 8-10 – Steubenville Atlanta – Registration Happening Now  -  Open to all rising 11th graders - graduated 
seniors.  This conference is great for teens who have an established faith life and want more. 
 
July 11-15 – High School CLI – Registration Happening Now  -  Open to all rising 10th-12th graders.  This is a great 
Diocesan summer camp for teens to really take ownership of their faith. 
 
July 18-23 – EDGE Summer Camp – Registration Happening Now  -  Open to all rising 7th & 8th graders.  This 
camp is for teens who want to grow deeper in their faith and be leaders among their peers. 

mailto:cbreeden@sjnchurch.com
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A Dozen Reasons to Choose Catholic Schools 

 

1.   We offer an education that combines Catholic faith and teachings with academic excellence. 

2. We partner with parents in the faith formation of their children. 

3. We set high standards for student achievement and help them succeed. 

4. We provide a balanced academic curriculum that integrates faith, culture, and life. 

5. We use technology effectively to enhance education. 

6. We instill in students the value of service to others. 

7. We teach children respect of self and others. 

8. We emphasize moral development and self-discipline. 

9. We prepare students to be productive citizens and future leaders. 

10. We have a 99% high school graduation rate. 85% of our graduates go to college. 

11. We cultivate a faculty and staff of people who are dedicated, caring, and effective. 

12. We provide a safe and welcoming environment for all. 

 

Six Reasons to Choose St. John Neumann Catholic School 

 

1. We have classrooms centered around God and our Catholic faith. 

2. We are in the top 15% of the nation academically on nationally normed tests. 

3. We offer a three year-old through sixth grade curriculum. 

4. We accept families, not just the children, to be a part of our school family. 

5. We help to develop the whole child: academically, spiritually, morally, and physically. 

6. We create a culture Where Children Experience Success. 

By Barbara Cole, Principal 
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Rite of Election 

O 
n Saturday, February 13, 2016, at Corpus Christi Church in Lexington, Bishop Robert Guglielmone celebrated the 

RCIA Rite with the long name of The Rite of Election of Catechumens and of the Call to Continuing Conversion of 

Candidates with people from around the Diocese. Through this Rite, the Church formally ratifies the 

readiness of catechumens (those unbaptized) for the three sacraments of initiation and of candidates (the already baptized) 

for reception into the fullness of the Catholic Church with the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist. 

Accompanied by their godparents/sponsors, our catechumens became the “elect” and pronounced ready to be fully initiated 

at the Easter Vigil, and our candidates were affirmed in their Baptism and declared ready to be received at our Holy 

Thursday celebration of the Supper of the Lord.  Here are some photographs taken at this joyous Diocesan celebration. 

 

Reception of Baptized Christians into Full Communion of the Catholic Church 

 

O 
n March 24, Holy Thursday, at the Mass of the Lord’s Supper we have four adults who were born and baptized in a 

separated ecclesial community will be received, according to the Latin rite, into the full communion of the Catholic 

Church.  (RCIA, # 473) 

They have received both doctrinal and spiritual preparation – they have studied, prayed, questioned, discerned and come to 

accept the fullness of truth found in the Catholic Church.   They celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation in anticipation of 

receiving the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Communion on Holy Thursday.  Our Candidates: Lisa Sharrard, Ricky 

Simons, Michael Johnson and Talisha Sherrod. 

Rite of Christian Initiation  

 

A 
t the Easter Vigil Mass on March 26 parishioners of St. John Neumann will have the opportunity to share our joy, 

blessings and prayers with 25 Elect (unbaptized people.  We have 5 adults and 20 children who, after study, prayer 

and discernment, will be received into the fullness of the Catholic life by the Celebration of the three Sacraments of 

Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.   The Elect:   Brianna Hernandez-Gonzalez, Dalia Hernandez-

Gonzalez, Henri Pecina, Edgar Peña,  Joshi Rodas, Kimberly Rodas-Lucas, Breanna Sherrod, DeShawn Sherrod , 

Michaell Torres, David Velasquez-Salmaran, Yamileth Velasquez-Salmaran, Christopher Albarran , Adrian Alvarado, 

Christopher Albarran, Adrian Alvarado, Angel Carlos, Yasmine Carnesale, Rosa Carnasale, Brianna Christmon, 

Angely Flores, Juliet Hernandez, Richard Abercrombie, Milagros Hernandez, Jasper Lykes, John O’Neil, and Ted 

Whitaker. 

By Cherie Smith, Director of Religious Education 
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S 
t. John Neumann has Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Daisies, Brownies, Juniors and Cadettes.  We celebrated them all 

on Scout Sunday.   SJN is proud of their accomplishments, 

including 17 Girl Scouts who received their “My Promise, My Faith” pins, 

and 2 Boy Scouts who received their religious emblems.  

Celebrating Scouts 

Are you  great at trivia?    Do you enjoy the thrill of competition?     

Are you just looking for something fun to do on a Saturday night? 

Then grab a few friends and join us for our  

PARISH PUB TRIVIA NIGHT 

There will be 10 rounds of 10 questions each, where you will work to outsmart your competition. Each table is encouraged to decorate their  table and 

the best themed table will win a prize! There will be plenty of fun mini games with prizes along the way, AND the winning table will walk away with 

hundreds of dollars in prizes! 

Dinner will be provided and there will be a donation cash bar.  

April 23, 2016, 6:30 PM, SJN School Gym 

A table of 8 is $175, Individual players are $25 each 

Prizes Awarded: 2nd Place, 1st Place, Best Themed Table 

FOR THE KIDS: 

We will have babysitting available onsite, but it will be so much more than that!  

The kids can enjoy pizza and a movie, or choose to compete in their own Trivia games for fun prizes too!  

Cost: $10 per child 

 

All Proceeds will go to support the SJN Mission Trip and Youth Ministry 
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St. John Neumann Church 
Children’s’ Stewardship  

 
 

 

T 
he children of St. John Neumann have once again generously opened their hearts by 
helping others.  Since July 2015, the young people who contributed to Children’s 
Stewardship gave a total of $464.40!  Their generosity has gone to help these worthy 

causes and people in need. 
 
Project San Pedro - $300 to sponsor a child in Guatemala for 

one year. Catholic Charities of the 
Diocese of Charleston helps to support 
the work of the Sisters of Bethany in 
Guatemala in their school and medical 
clinic.  We sponsor 2 children every year: 
Chusita Mendez Gonzalez and Victor 
Rolando Cotuc.  Your donation of $300 
will cover the cost of Chusita’s education, 
medical needs, clothing and meals at 
school for one year.  The picture of Victor 
and Chusdita was taken this past year 
when the diocese sent a medical mission 
team to San Pedro La Laguna in 
Guatemala.  

 
 
The Mass for Children/ La Misa para los Niños - $164.40  
The Children’s Mass booklets you see in the pews are given to the 
parish through your generosity.   The booklets get a bit raggedy 
because they are used so much at Mass – and that’s a good thing!  
So, we periodically replace the torn and tattered copies with new 
ones.    
 
 
The kindness our children have shown to other families and 
children, not just here at St. John Neumann but in places very far 
away, is a sharing of the love God has for us with our brothers and 
sisters,  “See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God, and so we are.” (1 John 3:1)  
 
One person – no matter how big or small – can make a large difference in someone’s life.  
May God bless you and keep you now and forever. 
 

By Cherie Smith, Director of Religious Education 

http://www.adoremusbooks.com/productimageslarge/90/90320.jpg
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O 
nline 

Giving is 

now 

available at St. 

John Neumann 

Church through 

WeShare. 

Donating is 

simple, safe, and 

completely 

secure.  With 

WeShare, you 

can set up a 

recurring or one-

time transaction 

using your 

checking, savings, 

or credit card 

account. You can 

decide how much 

to give to any 

collection and 

make changes any 

time, day or night. 

Plus, you can 

leave your 

checkbook at 

home on Sundays.   

If you would like to 

enroll in Online 

Giving through 

WeShare, please 

visit the SJN website at www.stjohnneumannsc.com and click on the WeShare icon or access 

WeShare directly at www.stjohnneumannsc.weshareonline.org.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the program or would like help setting up your account, 

please call our parish office at 788-3252, ext. 324.  

 

WeShare  
Our Online Giving Solution 

http://www.stjohnneumannsc.com
http://www.stjohnneumannsc.weshareonline.org
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Here is the Quick Response Code for St. John Neumann Catholic 
Church website.  A Quick Response Code or QR Code, is a two-
dimensional barcode that contains information about the item to which 
it is attached.  In this case, the St. John Neumann Church website 
location.   The code requires a reader.  Many cell phones already 
have a reader or a reader app may be downloaded at Google for 
Android phones or ITunes for Apple phones.    

Ash Wednesday School Mass 
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Lenten Meals 

E 
very Friday during Lent, the Knights of 

Columbus and the Columbiettes present a 

Lenten meal.  The meal follows Mass at 

6:00 PM and Stations of the Cross at 6:30 PM.  

Bring your family and friends, enjoy a Lenten 

meal and some fellowship.  

 

 

 

GriefShare is a 13-week support group that meets weekly to offer and extend help to those facing the challenges of 
rebuilding life after the loss of a spouse, child, family member, or friend.  

It has three components: Video seminar - Each week, there will be a video seminar featuring experts on grief and recovery. 
Support Group Discussion - After viewing the video, the group will discuss what was presented in that week’s video 
seminar and what is going on in their lives.   Person Study and Reflection - During the week, there will be opportunities to 
use the workbook for further personal study of the grieving process and to help sort out emotions through journaling. The 
group will spend time discussing comments and answers to questions from the workbook study.  

Who Should Come … Who Should Not  

GriefShare is for people grieving the death of a family member or friend. There are other losses in life for which we grieve, 
such as job loss, divorce, or estrangement from a child. These causes of grief are real, but are not the kind dealt with in 
GriefShare sessions.  

You are welcome to begin attending GriefShare at any session. Since each is “self-contained,” you do not have to attend 
the sessions in sequence. You will find encouragement and help whenever you begin, and can continue with GriefShare at 
the next 13-week cycle.  

Registration is required to ensure there will be enough materials on hand. Call (803) 788-3252, ext. 327 to register and for 
questions. There is a fee of $20 for the 13-week session (for the cost of the workbook). If it is a hardship to pay the fee, let 
the parish nurse know when registering.  

GriefShare begins Sunday, March 13, at 6:30 PM.  
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Be Merciful! ~ Lent 2016 

¡Ten Misericordia! ~ Cuaresma 2016   

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS OFFERED EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

FROM 4:15 –5:00 PM, AND MOST THURSDAY EVENINGS FROM 5:00 - 6:45 PM. 

3/7 COMMUNAL RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

RECONCILIACIÓN COMUNAL 

  

6:30 pm Sacrament of Penance—Bilingual 

3/19-20 PALM SUNDAY —DOMINGO DE RAMOS 

  

All Masses Processions of Palms & Proclama-

tion of the Passion—Procesión de 

Ramos  

The Sacred Triduum—El Triduo Pascual 
        

3/24 Holy Thursday—Jueves Santo 

 

7:00 pm 

(only Mass of the 

day)  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper- Bilingual 

RCIA Rite of Reception 

3/25 

* 

** 

Good Friday—Vienes Santo 3:00 pm 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

Passion & Veneration- English 

Via Crucis en Español 

Pasión y Veneración– en la iglesia 

3/26 

  

Holy Saturday—Sábado Santo 

Great Easter Vigil—La Vigilia 

Pascual 

1:00 pm 

7:30 pm 

Blessing of Easter Foods 

Easter Vigil Mass- Bilingual 

Sacraments of Initiation 

Church—Iglesia 

3/27 

  

  

  

Easter Sunday—Domingo de 

Pascua 

 

8:00  & 10:00 am 

10:30 am  - Gym  

12:00 pm 

2:00 pm 

NO 5:00 pm 

Church 

After the church parking lot is full for 
10:00 am, please go to the Gym for the 

10:30 Mass 

Iglesia - Español 
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Continuación de la carta de Padre Javier 

Jesús desea que luchemos cada día por ser como Nuestro 

Padre (Mateo 5:48). Dios no espera de nosotros la perfección 

que solo le pertenece a Él, sin embargo eso no significa que no 

podamos esforzarnos en cumplir su voluntad; para eso existe la 

gracia divina.  

Fidelidad a la Gracia Divina. Podemos caminar el camino hacia la 

perfección porque Dios nos ofrece su gracia. Pero para que esa 

gracia sea efectiva debemos pedirla, recibirla y serle fiel. Es 

decir, es la constancia y disciplina en permitirle al Espíritu Santo 

que nos guie a la verdad plena (Jn 16:13). La docilidad a la 

inspiración del Espíritu Santo nos hará más dóciles a la voluntad de Dios, es decir, a la salvación y el 

conocimiento de la verdad (1 Tim 2:4) 

“Hágase Señor tu Voluntad…” Con frecuencia rezamos la Oración que Cristo nos enseñó, pero no siempre, 

con la misma frecuencia, somos dóciles para discernir y cumplir la voluntad de Dios en nuestras vidas y 

en la de quienes nos rodean. La base principal para lograrlo consiste en que el amor sea la razón por 

la cual vivimos. “El amor es el vínculo de toda perfección” (Col 3:14) ¿Cómo saber si mi amor por mí 

mismo y mi prójimo es puro y autentico? Si ese amor conduce a la santidad significa que viene de Dios; 

si por el contrario es un obstáculo para la santificación entonces significa que el egoísmo se interpone y 

ese sentimiento debe ser purificado y transformado.  

La presencia del maligno en el mundo es real pero “donde abunda el pecado sobreabunda la gracia” (Rom 

5:20) Tomemos pues ventaja de esa gracia que nos ayuda a alcanzar la santidad. Hagamos de las 

prácticas cuaresmales un estilo de vida para amar en libertad y para poder vencer el miedo con el amor. 

“Entrenémonos” en esta vida para poder vivir la Pascua Eterna con Cristo en el cielo.  

Dios les bendiga.                                                                                       Padre Javier 
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Commissions continued from Page 4 

hear our common heritage.  We retell our story as it has unfolded from the very beginning of creation.  The 
collection of readings is long – Genesis, Exodus, Isaiah, Baruch, Ezekiel, Romans, and the Gospel of Matthew.  
Those readings, if we proclaim them all, walk us through salvation history, draw us into the Paschal Mystery, 
and usher us into the Resurrection in the gospel’s proclamation. 

The Liturgy of Baptism follows the homily, as does the Reception of Candidates into the Full Communion of the 
Catholic Church.  We are all called to renew our baptismal promises and return to the font to bless ourselves 
and one another.  And finally, the Liturgy of the Eucharist, the culmination of our lives as Catholic Christians, 
invites us to remember the new life of Jesus’ resurrection.  

The night is long!  But how could we tell thousands of years of history, welcome new members to our Christian 
community, share Eucharist with them, and celebrate the Resurrection in only one hour?  As Psalm 118 says, 
“This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!”     
The liturgy begins at 7:45 PM. 

 

Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday retains many of the Vigil elements, and adds the singing of the Sequence before the Gospel.  
The assembly heartily renews its baptismal promises.  It concludes the celebration of the Triduum and begins 
the Octave of Easter and the great Fifty Days until Pentecost.  The starkness of our Lenten liturgies now gives 
way to the glorious excess of Easter! 

Triduum Continued from Page  3 

 
 
 
 
The Youth Faith Formation Commission has been working with the Director of 
Communications, Tammy Melson, to create a unified youth faith formation area in the bulletin 
where all activities for youth in the parish are highlighted. 

 

 

St. John Neumann Pastoral Council 

Summary of the Meeting on February 22, 2016 

 

Following the Commission meetings, the Pastoral Council met.  Initial planning for a new church was discussed.  A vision and 
framework for the process of fundraising and design was discussed.  With the help of feedback, the document is being 
refined and readied for promulgation later this year. 

The Commissions and Pastoral Council will meet next on April 25.   
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St. John Neumann 

Catholic Church 

721 Polo Road 

Columbia, SC  29223 

(803) 788-0811 

Visit us on the web at 

www.stjohnneumannsc.com 

Join Us! 

Holy Thursday  
7:00 PM - Bilingual Mass 
 
Good Friday   
3:00 PM - Passion & Veneration 
6:00 PM - Via Crucis - Spanish 
7:00 PM - Pasión y Veneración - Spanish 
 
Holy Saturday 
1:00 PM - Blessing of Easter Foods 
7:30 PM - Easter Vigil Mass - Bilingual 
 
Easter Sunday 
8:00 AM, 10:00 AM - Church * 
10:30 AM - Gym  
12:00 PM - Church 
2:00 PM - Spanish 
 
*After the church parking lot is full for 10:00 AM Mass, please go 
to the gym for the 10:30 AM Mass. 

St. John Neumann  

721 Polo Road 

Columbia, SC  29223-4404 

 

CURRENT RESIDENT 


